THE J. DONALD MAWHINNEY LECTURESHIP
IN PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

THE GOOD (AND BAD) THAT
LAWYERS DO
This lecture will explore the contributions that lawyers, legal theory and
practice have made to human endeavor—the drafting of Constitutions, the
creation of new forms of organizations (non-profits, NGOs, trade unions, as
well as corporations and new forms of land ownership), creativity in legal
concepts allowing people to do things together (collaboration and wealth
development, as well as distribution), creation of human rights, conflict
resolution, legal representation of unpopular people and ideas, leading
revolutions and new forms of governance, and other productive activity, with
illustrations from some notably important individual role models—Nelson
Mandela and Mahatmas Ghandi among others. We also will explore the bad that
lawyers have done in the world, covering up corruption, facilitating financial
scandals, participating in crime and dictatorships or failing to prevent them. The
question for us: what is an “ethics” of lawyering that promotes the “good” that
lawyers can do and inhibits, disincentivizes or punishes the bad?
This lecture qualifies for 1 CPD credit

CARRIE MENKEL-MEADOW JD AB
Chancellor’s Professor of Law and Political Science. University of
California Irvine School of Law.
Carrie Menkel-Meadow is Chancellor’s Professor of Law
and Political Science, University of California Irvine Law
School, and A.B. Chettle Jr. Professor of Law, Dispute
Resolution and Civil Procedure at Georgetown University
Law Center. She is the author or editor of over 10 books
and more than 200 articles on subjects ranging from
dispute resolution, feminist jurisprudence, legal ethics,
legal education to civil procedure and the sociology of the
legal profession. She has taught conflict resolution, legal ethics and legal theory
related subjects on five continents and has been working as a scholar, teacher,
mediator and arbitrator for over 30 years.
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